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2 DANTE IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 
1807-8. THE WHITE DOE OF RYLSTONE.! 


Why comes not Francis ?—From the doleful City? 
He fled,—and, in his flight, could hear 
The death-sounds of the Minster-bell : 
‘That sullen stroke pronounced farewell 
To Marmaduke, cut off from pity! 
To Ambrose that! and then a knell 
For him, the sweet half-opened Flower! 
For all—all dying in one hour! 
—Why comes not Francis ? 
(Canto, vi. U1. 1-9.) 


1817. May 13. cerrer To samveL nocErs (from Rydal Mount). 


(Rogers and Dante] 


Do you and Dante continue as intimate as heretofore? He 
used to avenge himself upon his enemies by placing them in H-ll, 
a thing Baris seem very fond of attempting in this day, witness 
the Laureate’s? mode of treating Mr. W. Smith You keep out 
of these scrapes I suppose; why don’t you hire somebody to abuse 

ou? and the higher the place selected for the purpose the better. 
For myself, I begin to fear that I should soon be forgotten if it 
were not for my enemies. 
(Rogers ‘and his Contemporaries, ed. Clayden, vol. i. p. 241.) 


1821. Sept. $, terrer To WALTER SAVAGE LaNpor (from Rydal 
Mount). 


[Latin translation of Dante} 

I differ from you in opinion as to the Propriety of the Latin 
language being employed by moderns for works of taste and im- 
agination. Miserable would have been the lot of Dante, Ariosto, 
and Petrarch if they had preferred the Latin to their mother tongue 
(there is, by the by, a Latin translation® of Dante which you do 
not seem to know), and what could Milton, who was surely no 


1First published in 1815.) 

*(York—a reminiscence of Inf. ili. 1, ‘la citta dolente’ (cf. the poem headed 
* Greenock,’ below, p. 4).] 
[Southey] 

illiam ‘Smith (1756-1835), M.P. for Norwich; ‘in 1817 he expressed some 
tion at the difference between the views of Robert Southey, as laureate and 
writer in the Quarterly Review, and as author of Wat Tyler, an early effort, which 
had just been printed without Southey's permission. Southey retorted in A Letter 
to William Smith, Esq. M.P.’ (D.N.B.).) 

*(Doubtless that by Carlo d’ Aquino, in three volumes, published in 1728 with the 
imprint of Naples, but actually printed at Rome.) 
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440 DANTE IN ENGLISH 1/1 oa 


shal (otived byt Vogetal, 4 vole. Seo, L-iserno 2857) be hee tat 
ic gil, + vol i ) bought at Leghorn ore 





his way out. MPa ten tous of Sls te weer reading he made * 
notes on the Inferno,” a few of which have been preserved."] 


1816. Dec. 6. verre ro sony AxcuimaLp munray (from Pisay 


[Stody of Dante} 


HAVE cast myself headlong into Italian literature, meanings 
however, to confine myself to their first-rate authors amoum; 
the historians and poets. - . . At present Iam engaged wits 

Dante and Machiavel. 
(Memoirs and Correspondence, ed. 1843, vol. ii. p. 373.) 


1816. Dec, 13, tarren ro tay Hor.axp (from Pisa). 


Tam making a study of Dante, which is rather too big & Wome 
for any reading of mine now; but I do not find ita task, and 
will make all other writers more easy to me. 

(Ibid. vol, ii. p. 375.) 


1816. NOTES ON THE INFERNO OF DANTE, 


[Dunte’s account of the voyage of Ulysses] 

‘The account which Ulysses gives of his expedition and death ix 
the Atlantic ocean, is a more extended piece of narrative than & 
anywhere else to be found in this poem. It is clear, in 
and expressed throughout with a noble riety of diction, 
extract from Dante taken by itself would be more pleasii \ 
it would not afford « specimen of his characteristic. It has someef 
his excellences in a high degree; « perspicuous conciseness, and in 
some parts great force of expression. It begins beautifully = 

*Neé dolcezza di figlio, né la pieta 
Del vecchio padre’ &c. &c,* 
In the progress of the introductory narrative be introduces 
great judgment a circumstance of which he is afterwards to mal 
use >— 
“Io e i compagni eravam veechi e tardi?# 
‘The terms in which he mentions the pillars of Hercules are origi 
and grand’;— 
“Quando venimmo a quella foce stretta 
Ov’ Ercole segné li suoi riguardi, 
Acciocché I’ uom pid oltre non si metta’ * 
‘The generality of the other expression, P wom, *in order that 
might not think of going farther,’ while it sets out the pri 


# [See below, pp. 2yo-1; and also a letter of Herman Merivaleto Leonard 
fabave, arose} } 


3[lnf. xxvi. 94 *LUnf. xxvie 106.) 4 [Inf. xxvi. 107. 
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454 DANTE IN ENGLISH LITERATURE a 


non movendo il passo.’ A better illustration could not easily be 
found of the difference between the ancient and the modern 
Another is furnished by a later imitator of the same great 3 
T know no passage of the Divina Commedia more excursive than 
the description of evening in the Purgatorio ;' yet the 


t somewhat 
recollections which that hour of meditation gives the traveller, at 
the fall of the first night he is to pass away from home, when be 
hears the distant knell of the expi 
of the Icsell is nearly the words of the origtoal, exrd ade eee Hae} 
circumstances to it, presenting a kind of ground-plan, or at least ay 


amici. Gray hes thirteen or fourteen; some of them mere re 
petitions & the Crappie vane the verb or the teem 
veys—as drowsy tink lull,—the moping owl complains 
the aie, yas padeabia weary way. Surely when we contrast 
the simple and commanding majesty of the ancient writers with the 
superabundance and diffusion of the exhaustive method, we may be 
tempted to feel that there lurks some alloy of bitterness in the 
excess of sweets. 
(Works of Lord Brougham, ed, 1856, vol, vii. pp, 129, 193-4.) 









| 
1843, HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF STATESMEN WHO FLOURISHED IN TRE 
‘TIME OF GEONGE M1. THIRD SERIPS, 


(Personalities in Milton and Dante} 
‘The licence and the personalities in which the members of 
Convention were wont to indulge with levity aad coarse 
formed a strange and even appalling contrast to the dreadful 
in which they were Sai wang inks was als 
calling was not infrequently it a inst him in ¢! 
tion. —* Tais-toi, massacreur pingear | iF said one whom be 
denouncing. “‘ C'est que j’en ai essommé qui avoient plus d’ 
que toi!” was the butcher's immediate rep 5 er bei 
his defence against a motion for a decree of accusation to put 
on his trial, Legendre then presiding said, “ Décréte 
mis” —* Decréte,’ said the other errupting him, * q! 
suis buf, et ta m’assommeras toi-méme.’—Such 
one of the grotesque humours of the fiends in 
whose scoffing raillery in their “gamesome mood” Milton 






| [Purg. vil. 1-6.) 
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636 DANTE IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 


CHARLES H. TIMPERLEY 


(1794<. 1846) 


[Charles H. Timperley, printer and writer on phy, was born in Manchester, 
1794. In i810 he enlisted, and afer being wourted af Waterloo, received his & 
charge. In r82r he became a printer. In 1833 he published Songs of the Press, and 
in 1839 a Dictionary of Printers and Printing, which contains a beief account 
Dante. He died in London about 1846.) 


1839. A DICTIONARY OF PRINTERS AND PRINTING, WITH THE FR0- 
GRESS OF LITERATURE, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 


(The biographical notice of Dante contained in this work (pp. 66-8), consists of 2 
short sketch of Dante's political career, together with the anecdote of Dante and the 
buffoon (from the Res Memorandae of Petrarch) at the court of Can Grande 
Verona. 


CARLO BEOLCHI 
(fl. 1830) 
1839. ¥ioRI POETICI SCELTI ED ILLUSTRATI DA CARLO BEOLCHL, LLD. 


[This volume, which is dedicated to the Duchess of Roxburghe, was published ia 
London by Rolandi. Pages 1-63 are devoted to Dante, viz. Vita di Dante, pp. 1-29: 
and Poesie di Dante, pp. 29-63. The latter are represented by three sonnets, viz 
Son. x1. (V..N. § 21) ‘Negli occhi porta la mia donna amore;’ Son. av. (VN. $4) 
* Tanto gentile e tanto onesta pare; and Son. xvi, (V. N. § 27) “ Vede perfettamentz 
ii salute;” by three canzoni, viz. Cans. i. (V. N. § 19) ‘Donne ch’ avete intellet 
4’ amore’; Cant. ii. (V. NV. § 23) ‘Donna pietosa e di novella etate ;* and Cans. xvii 
“0 patria degna di trionfal fama ;" and by the following selections from the Divins 
Commedia, viz. Inf. iii. 1-9; v. 70-1423 xiii. 1-143 ; xexili. 1-90; Purg. iti, 7954: 
viii, 1-6; Par. xxvit, 1-9, 16-66.] 











ENGLISH EDITIONS OF THE DIVINA COMMEDIA 


1839, 1.4 DIVINA COMMEDIA DI DANTE ALIGHIEBI, — EDIMBURGO. 
24mo, 


{Published by A. & C. Black, edited by G. Rampini, forming part of a Biblioteca 
Classica Italiana. This is the seventh edition of the Commedia printed and published 
in England (previous editions appeared in 1808, 1819, 1819-20, 1822-3, and 1827. 
‘This edition, of which there is a copy in the Cornell University Collection, is not 
registered either in Colomb de Batines, or in the British Museum Catalogue.) 





1840, LA DIVINA COMMEDIA DI DANTE ALIGHIERI. — EDIMBURGO. 
24mo, 


[Published (according to De Batines) by Andrew Moflart (sic), and forming vo... 
of * Rampini’s edition of Italian Classics, for the use of Schools.’ This edition, of 
which there is no copy in the British Museum or in the Cornell Collection, is pertay> 
a reissue of the preceding.} 
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CENT. XIX. ANONYMOUS 
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[See above, pp. 679 .) 
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CENT. XIX. MAZZINGHT 695 
In 1827, Professor Witte, of Breslau, published a small volume 
with the followi ‘atley-* Dantie Alghet iahalae quecextaats3 





i Princes, 
VIL a favourable receptions 1) ‘ 
4. One to seat pins tiesto l ae and march 
hotbed of Guelfism.* if, 1311. 
5. A missive to the Italian Cardi ing them to 


pored the latter. . 
TA re Gulde da Polenta, written from Venice, where it 
would affirms 
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698 DANTE IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 


find ourselves in a dark cloudy region in the midst of the dart 
gnarled wood of our life (as Dante says), where no ray of sunshine 
ever pierces the gloom, and dark thading il seems to track us cn 


every side. 
(Life ond Letters of E. W. Cowell, p. 12.) 


ANONYMOUS 


1844, August 24, ATHENZUM. OBITUARY NOTICE OF THE REY. 
HENRY FRANCIS CARY. | 


[Cary’s Dante one of the master-pieces of English literature) 
\HE death of the Rev. Henry Francis Cary must be regretted 
every lover of earnest and severe scholarship ; a kind 
vee man now unfortunately too rare. Mr. 
well deserved the place im Poet’s Corner in Westminster Abbey, 
which on Wednesday last’ was granted to his remains. His tram- | 
lation of Dante is one of the master-pieces in our language, and will | 
ensure his name an abiding place in our literature, in connexion 
with that of the Florentine poet. 
(Vol. 1864, pp. 777-8.) 


[August 21,—Cary died on August 14,] 
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368, 573, 576, 578, 580, 
635, 650; on Dayman's Infe 


‘Wyatt, Sir T,, i. 28-9; ii. 703 
of terza rima, i. 2, 366 n., 485 ; alleged 
imitation of Sette Salmi Penitensiali 
attrib. to D., i, 28-9; ii. 209-10; com- 
pared with D. by Leland, i. 30, 155, 156, 
169, 172; Wyatt and D., Puttenbam 
on, 28, 32; K. C. M. Sills, ag n. 
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Youno, Bar 
from 7p 
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Z, letter ; D. on Genoese and, ii. 362. 
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7 ii. 68, 301; of Cansonsere of 
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